


PUBLIC RELATIONS 
(Continued from page 266) 
Planning beyond the present school 
year began at a meeting of the Public 
Relations Committee on May 18, 1945. 
At that time the need of effective pub- 
lic relations work continuing into the 
summer was stressed due to the fact 
that ritical situations affecting 
school legislation will be bound to 
come up after June 1. Preliminary 
plans for a series of workshops to 
be held in the fall of 1945 were laid. 
Plans for the further development of 
the utilization of radio in the Pub- 
lic Relations program and of other 
phases of the Public Relations effort 
were discussed. 

No attempt is made here to discuss 
the welfare activities of the Depart- 
ment of Professional and Public Rela- 
tions, since that phase of the work falls 
to the Welfare Committee. 

This program of Public Relations 
activities and the beneficial results 
growing out of it have been made 
possible by the intelligent and will- 
ing co-operation of the Division Pub- 
lic Relations chairmen, the farsighted 
planning of the executive group of 
the Public Relations Committee, and 
the work of the headquarters staff 
directed by Dr. Claude E. Vick. 
Without the loyalty and the active 
support of the membership in all the 
Divisions throughout the State, how- 
ever, the program would come to 
naught, for these constitute the 
strength of the I.E.A. 

—Paut A. Gricssy 
Chairman, Public Relations 
Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

(Continued from page 267) 
if our profession is to be an honored 
and respected one, it must set its 
standards high. As a professional as- 
sociation we have a major role to 
play in American life. As individuals 
we cannot afford to neglect the ob- 
ligations we assumed upon becoming 
members of a great profession, and 
certainly to fulfill these obligations, 
we must affiliate ourselves with our 
professional organizations. 

In furtherance of this professional 
solidarity the Finance Committee 
will make every effort to see uni- 
versal I.E.A.-N.E.A. membership in 
Illinois progress to the attainment 
of the goal set for the coming year. 
[t will require 5,246 members beyond 
this year’s quota—bringing the total 
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membership in Illinois for 1945-46 to 
24,034—to meet our 1945-’46 quota. 
In my opinion, it is not too early to 
predict that Illinois, along with all 
the other states of the Union, will 
make the five-year program of uni- 
versal membership a reality. The five- 
year program of unification, expansion, 
and development has made commend- 
able progress during its first year and, 
without question, will advance more 
rapidly in the future. 

Illinois teachers may look forward 
to being invited to take or renew 
membership in their great national 
professional association, the National 
Education Association of the United 
States, by the persons in their re- 
spective counties assigned to the task 
of promoting more interest in the pro- 
fession on state and national levels. 

The work of the Finance Commit- 
tee is very clearly outlined for the 
coming year—the work of promoting 
a program which will give our pro- 
fession the strength and the voice it 
needs in this hour of national and 
world conflict and reconstruction. An 
intelligent and enlightened profession 


‘may take its place in the movement 


forward to the greatest era of prog- 
ress in human history. 
—J. Harotp VosHALt, 
Chairman, Finance Committee 
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COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 
(Continued from page 265) 


lic Instruction, Honorable Vernon L. 
Nickell, and his staff. Many months 
ago Mr. Nickell publicly announced 
his support of a greatly increased 
State school distributive fund, and in 
recent months he has come out em- 
phatically for an increase of $10,000,- 
000 for the next biennium. All bills 
proposing to improve teacher welfare 
have benefited from his active interest 
and sustained support. 

In the promotion of our program 
we have had valued co-operation from 
the Illinois Association of School 
Boards, Parent-Teacher Association 
groups, other professional groups and, 
on most major issues, the support of 
the Illinois Agricultural Association. 

Finally, however, our program is 
in the hands of the members of the 
Sixty-fourth General Assembly, Gov- 
ernor Green, and the legally consti- 
tuted state governing committees. For 
much which has been done prior to 
this writing, and for that which we 
are sure will be done through legisla- 
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tion for the benefit of public education 
in Illinois, we will need to thank them. 

Not only because it is fitting and 
proper, but also because our reactions 
now will make other and future legis- 
lative objectives easier of attainment, 
we must individually, as members of 
the Illinois Education Association, 
express our sincere appreciation and 
discriminating commendation to these 
who hear our story, study our needs, 
and ultimately act in accord with such 
conviction as we have been able to 
establish with them for our cases. 
Especially, we should not forget those 
who have introduced our bills, and 
have led the fight in their behalf. 

When the Sixty-fourth General 
Assembly adjourns, when the signa- 
tures are affixed and the vetoes are 
recorded, your Legislative Committee 
will take stock of achievements and 
failures; then begin to lay the plans 
for another iegislative opportunity 
two years hence, revamping our pro- 
gram in terms of recent gains and fu- 
ture needs. Such planning will be re- 
ported to the membership through the 
Delegate Assembly in annual meeting 
and in association publications from 
time to time. 
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Educational News Briefs 
Commercial Art Exhibit 


An unusual art exhibit was brought to 
the students of the Washington Junior 
High School of Pekin by the Caterpillar 
Tractor Company of Peoria, Illinois. The 
exhibit, which is made up of outstanding 
paintings used as advertising material, was 
arranged by Miss Geri Lewis, art instructor 
of the school, through the community rela- 
tions department of the Caterpillar Com- 
pany. A representative of this department 
designed the modernistic display cases, illu- 
minated with fluorescent lighting, which 
were made in the industrial shops of the 
company. 


Memorial to David Kinley 


By action of the board of trustees of the 
University of Illinois, the University library 
will be renamed David Kinley Memorial li- 
brary in memory of the late David Kinley, 
president of the University from 1919 to 
1930. The library, which contains nearly 
2,000,000 volumes, is the largest of any 
state university library and the fifth largest 
library in the Nation. 


Schoolmasters O fficers 


The Illinois Schoolmasters Club at its 
recent meeting in Bloomington elected Mr. 
Tilman R. Smith, principal, township high 
school, Roanoke, to membership on the 
club’s executive board for a three-year term. 
Other members of the executive committee 
are Dr. J. W. Carrington, Illinois State 
Normal University, Normal, one year, and 
Mr. Parmer L. Ewing, superintendent of 
schools, Alton, two years. Dr. Carrington 
is ex-officio president of the club. Secre- 
tary-treasurer is Mr. P. Clifton Kurtz, 
principal of Bloomington High School. 
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